
MOVE Act 

 

 

 

 Improvements made in the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment 

(MOVE) Act: 

o Gives all U.S. citizens who are overseas the ability to request and 

receive voter registration applications, absentee ballot request forms, 

and absentee ballots electronically if the voter so chooses. 

o Requires States to send out ballots a minimum of 45 days in advance 

of Election Day so overseas voters will receive them in time to vote.  

(If an overseas voter requests a ballot less than 45 days in advance of 

Election Day, the State must still send the ballot as expeditiously as 

possible, provided the ballot request is received by the State before the 

State’s deadline.) 

o Expands the use of the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, or FWAB, a 

Federally-issued back-up ballot that any overseas voter can use if their 

ballot does not get to him or her in time.  Under MOVE, the FWAB 

can now be used as a backup ballot by overseas voters in any general, 

special, primary, and run-off election for Federal office.  It is 

available at http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fwab.pdf.    

o Allows overseas voters to confirm whether their ballot has been 

received by their State.   

 

 FAQs 

o How do I request a voter registration application?  How do I 

request a ballot? 

 You have two options.  First, you may obtain a voter 

registration application or absentee ballot request form from 

your local State election official.  If you choose to receive your 

voter registration application and absentee ballot request form 

by requesting it from your State, your inquiries should be 

directed to your local State election office.  This website 

contains links to the election office websites of all 50 States and 

the U.S. territories.  Click on your State’s link to get the contact 

information you need to request these materials.  Remember 

http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fwab.pdf


that all States are now required by law to allow overseas 

voters to request and receive their ballots electronically.  So 

you can now request and receive these materials by the simple 

click of a mouse.  Remember to let your election officials know 

whether you want to receive your voting materials by mail or 

electronically.         

 An alternative, efficient option would be to use the Federal 

Postcard Application, or FPCA, a Federally-issued combination 

voter registration application and absentee ballot request form 

that is available online.  All States and U.S. territories are 

required by law to accept and process the FPCA in lieu of 

State-issued applications.  The FPCA is available at 

http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fpca.pdf.  You should 

download the form, fill it out, and send it in to your local State 

election official.  

o Where do I send my voter registration and absentee ballot request 

applications once I’ve filled them out? 

 Both your voter registration application and absentee ballot 

request form (and similarly the Federal Postcard Application) 

should be completed and sent directly to your local election 

official.  Some States allow voter registration applications to be 

sent back electronically.  Check with your local election official 

to see if they accept these forms electronically in your State.  

Otherwise, you must send the materials to your local election 

official through the mail, so it is important to complete this step 

as soon as possible.  If you have questions about this process, 

you should contact your local election official, the Federal 

Voting Assistance Program, or consult the U.S. embassy for 

more information.   

o When should I apply for my absentee ballot? 

 It is best to apply in January of the year in which there is a 

regularly scheduled election for Federal office.  Some States 

have very early primary elections, so it is important to apply for 

your ballot as soon as possible.  Remember that MOVE 

requires States to send the ballot 45 days before Election Day 

only if the State receives your ballot request form 45 days prior.  

If a State receives your ballot request form after the 45 day 

mark, a State is still required to accept and process your ballot 

request form up to 30 days before Election Day (or may allow 

even more time if allowed under State law) and must send the 

http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fpca.pdf


ballot to you as expeditiously as possible.  (Note that some 

States have extended the amount of time they will accept and 

process an absentee ballot from an overseas voter to later than 

the 30 days required by Federal law.)      

 For special or run-off elections, you should apply for your 

absentee ballot as soon as your State starts to accept them.   

o When should I expect my ballot? 

 The MOVE Act requires States to send out ballots a minimum 

of 45 days before Election Day. If you haven’t received your 

ballot at least 4 weeks before the election, you should either 

contact your election official to check on the status of your 

request, or complete and submit the backup Federal Write-in 

Absentee Ballot (though you can submit the FWAB earlier if 

you choose to).  Be sure to complete and return your absentee 

ballot regardless of when you receive it. 

  

o I requested my absentee ballot some time ago and I haven’t 

received it yet.  What do I do?    

 You should email your election official to inquire about the 

status of your ballot and your registration status.  If you can 

request a blank ballot to be sent to you electronically, you 

should try to do so. 

 You may submit a back-up Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot or 

“FWAB.”  In order to be eligible to use this back-up ballot, you 

must meet the following, minimum conditions.  (1) You must 

submit the ballot outside the territorial bounds of the United 

States.  (2) You must have applied for a regular ballot early 

enough to meet the State’s deadline for receiving such ballot 

requests.  Under Federal law, you have at least until 30 days 

before Election Day for your State to receive your absentee 

ballot request form.  Some States have extended the deadline to 

give overseas voters even more time to submit a ballot request 

form.  The FWAB is available at 

http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fwab.pdf.  Hard copies of 

the FWAB are available at your U.S. embassy or consulate.   

 Read and follow the FWAB instructions carefully before 

completing and submitting the ballot.  Also be sure to consult 

your State’s election office website to ensure you have all 

necessary information, such as the appropriate election office 

mailing address and mailing deadlines.  

http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fpca.pdf
http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/fwab.pdf


o How do I know whether my ballot was received by my State? 

 Under MOVE, States are now required to develop a free access 

system, by which overseas voters can check to see if their 

ballots were received.  States are free to develop this system in 

the way they see fit.  This may be by providing this service 

online through their election office website, or by creating a 

toll-free number that the voter can call into to see if their ballot 

was received.     

o Can I register or vote in-person at the embassy or consulate?  

 Currently, there are no procedures to vote in-person or to 

register on-site at U.S. embassies or consulates.  However, U.S. 

embassy and consular officials are a great resource for 

questions about voting.  They can assist U.S. citizens in 

completing the Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot Request 

form or other election materials for their State, witness election 

materials (if required), and provide other absentee voting 

information.  Some jurisdictions are allowing voters to register 

to vote over the internet - that would be a quick method of 

ensuring overseas registration. 

 

 

 Helpful links:  

o Federal Voting Assistance Program: http://www.fvap.gov/  

o National Voter Registration form: 

http://www.eac.gov/files/voter/nvra_update.pdf (See page 4 or the 

form) 

o U.S. Election Assistance Commission: http://www.eac.gov 

o Overseas Vote Foundation: https://www.overseasvotefoundation.org/   

 OVF on Twitter: http://twitter.com/ythvoteoverseas  

 OVF in Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Youth-

Vote-Overseas/110570138939  

 

 

 

State      Board of Elections website  

Alabama http://www.sos.state.al.us/elections/default.aspx  

Alaska http://www.elections.alaska.gov/  
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American 

Samoa 

http://205.161.14.36/  

Arizona http://www.azsos.gov/election/  

Arkansas http://www.arkansas.gov/sbec/  

California http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/  

Colorado http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main.htm  

Connecticut http://www.ct.gov/sots/site/default.asp  

Delaware http://elections.delaware.gov/  

District of 

Columbia 

http://www.dcboee.org/  

Florida http://election.dos.state.fl.us/  

Georgia http://www.sos.georgia.gov/Elections/  

Guam http://gec.guam.gov/  

Hawaii http://hawaii.gov/elections  

Idaho http://www.sos.idaho.gov/  

Illinois http://www.elections.state.il.us/  

Indiana http://www.in.gov/sos/elections/  

Iowa http://www.sos.state.ia.us/elections/index.html  

Kansas http://www.kssos.org/elections/elections.html  

Kentucky http://www.elect.ky.gov/  

Louisiana http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/tabid/68/Default.aspx  

Maine http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/  

Maryland http://www.elections.state.md.us/  

Massachusetts http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/  
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Michigan http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html  

Minnesota http://www.sos.state.mn.us/home/index.asp?page=4  

Mississippi http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/elections.asp  

Missouri http://www.sos.mo.gov/ELECTIONS/  

Montana http://sos.mt.gov/  

Nebraska http://www.sos.ne.gov/elec/  

Nevada http://sos.state.nv.us/nvelection/  

New 

Hampshire 

http://usgovinfo.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://www.state.nh.us/

sos  

New Jersey http://www.njelections.org/  

New Mexico http://www.sos.state.nm.us/ 

New York http://www.elections.state.ny.us/  

North 

Carolina 

http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/  

North Dakota http://www.nd.gov/sos/electvote/  

Ohio http://www.sos.state.oh.us/Text.aspx?page=361&AspxAutoDetectCookieSuppo

rt=1  

Oklahoma http://www.ok.gov/~elections/  

Oregon http://oregonvotes.org/  

Pennsylvania http://www.electionreturns.state.pa.us/  

Puerto Rico http://www.ceepur.org/  

Rhode Island http://www.elections.state.ri.us/  

South 

Carolina 

http://www.scvotes.org/  

South Dakota http://www.sdsos.gov/  
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Tennessee http://www.state.tn.us/sos/election/  

Texas http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml  

Utah http://elections.utah.gov/  

Vermont http://vermont-elections.org/  

Virgin Islands http://www.vivote.gov/  

Virginia http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Index.html  

Washington http://www.secstate.wa.gov/  

Washington 

DC 

http://www.dcboee.org/  

West Virginia http://www.wvsos.com/elections/main.htm  

Wisconsin http://elections.state.wi.us/  

Wyoming http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/Elections.aspx  
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